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ABSTRACT
Designed to be of assistance to the new ERIC user',

this glossary provides briefdefinitions of,more than 60 terms
asSociatedilitfi the ERIC data base and the search .process. Taese
include titles of indexes, agencies, ,and acronyms peculiar to ERIC as
well as terms'used to deScribe'domputer search strategy. A dirdirectory
of ERIC network 'components-,including the 16 clearinghouses--S is also
provided. (CWM)_
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A tersely written, 200word nary tiye-dosc iption of
the subject content and scope of a doeumen . Eac

citation in TE Includes an abstract.

Alphabetical De i

Main section of, the Thesaurus, listin nil Descriptor:;

in alphabetical. order and also providing synonyms;.
narrower, broader, and reihted terms; usage post-J[1gs;
and a data indicating when the Descriptor was adopted'
for usage.

Annotation.

A brief (no more than 0 words); succinct explan'tion
or description of a _ ticular work. Annotations are
written for journal articles (CIJE entries) whose
titles are not. sufficient to adequately convey content.'

Author Index

Found in Rig.:and _JE; list personal authors in
alphabeticalorkryy last name, .with itt1es of the
documents which are in ERIC and/or girt idles indexed
artd the CD. or tJ number for .eich.

Boolean Algebra.

A system for showing relationships betw,eri sets of
terms: UseS logical operations(usuallyAND,. OR, and
NOT) in the design of computer search strategy, to
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expand,liMft ludq, certain items _a the, aearch
output. (80.e -"Compu Search" and "Search Strategy").

Tern' (433)

A Descriptor' that 14 A 'irreriibtr of_ _ ss that c tally

contains a sMaller,claan (1114orepresented.b! n
Descriptor) within it --Por exnmOle, BIJILTOCRAPHIES.
IA 4 Broader Term to AMOTATE0 11111LIOGRAPHIES.' Vonna
In the Thesaul-ns .

pi ERIC (ERIC)

The orgnni4a1ional unit utiaan NTE '17 portf.-plble, for the-

.

ERIC network, its budgeting,' funding, planning- pro %
grain development, monitoring, and polity sorting,' All
ERIC contractors ( "e.g., ERIC Facility, EDP, Clearirig-
hOtases, CUE Contractbr, '.etc.) report to Central ElliC:

.

(-11q 1q1101°11e-(ch)

A contraetr within. the ERIC network that take{
spons1Oility for the aegi lsition and processing oE
mAterials in one of major areas of the field of
edlication, .g.--,Inform,ntion ReLlotirces;. Higher.

Education; Educational Manngenient; Early ChIldhood.
EdneatIon, ERIC Clearinghouses have'traditionAlly.
been locate(' Within non-profit lastitytiona,, suc4ds

universities or professIonal associations; the,exri _

nu fiber -(cursentlY 16) varies with the shifting need.%

of the educational community.' A Iist of Clearing-
houses, with addresses and phone numbers, is appended

, -to this glosaa%



(:omputer Search

Examination by computer of a data base for information
on A given topic.' Useful'f for its capacity to derive
relationships between sets of. termli (using Boolean
algebra). For example, the computer can look through
all the materials on, Curriculum Development and all

/Li nwer1tialn'on Library, Educations combine the two
seLsi and provide- -the searcheri with only those items
which contain each of the two Coneepts.' (See "Boolean
Algebra" and "Search Strategy")

rrent Index urnala in Ed-mat nn CUE)

A-monthly index to the periodical literature'covering-
over 700 major echication and education- related publi-

,

cations. It includes a main entry section with-
driuotattons, and is indexed by sabj.ect, author, aiid
journal -contents.

A file. -of data, ueually in achine-readable -It guage.
The ERIC data base contains the TroL-mation that is
printed-.in CIJE and R1E.

IJL'IEL1212!

An index term of one, or more ,w4rds found in-the ERIC
'Thesaurus, which, can, be chosen for- the" of

Te;EtISTIIg, chiracterizing, or indexing the subject.
eontent'of a .document or lburnal article. ERIC users
can Locate doeumentA and articles by searching RIE and
CIJE subject indexes using selected Descriptors.



r.

Descri tor Troup Display

Word by wordtalphabetical listing of Descript
wlehin-Descriptor Groups; found in the.back of the
Thesaurus.

Descriptor CrouU

A syatem of hro,
. s

subject categories into which all
Deocriptors are group d; currently there are 52.
Found in the back of t o Thesaurus with a scope note
and a code number.

Document Resume

A compressed document desc iption including cataloging
and indexing information, a d an abstra for each
entry in RIE.

Document Resume Section

A section of RIE which include the document resumes,
arranged numerically by ED number, and grouped
alphabetically by clearinghouse'prefix initials. (A:

-list of these initials is found in the ft-Cot of this'
:section.)

\

Documents

Research papers, speech texts, studies, c nference
reports, 'curriculum studies, etc that have been put
into the ERIC systemsandilisted in R1E.

7-



ED 'Numb

ERIC Dccumeut Number an accession npmber assigned.to
titles in RIt and: used to -Iodate abstracts in the

resume secttoll-As'wel1 n microfiche.

ERIC Journal Number; iri accession number assigned to
-itles in CIJE and used to locAte article annotations

the pain entry section.

ERIC'

The acronym for Educational Resources Information
Center.

ERIC }Docum nt Reproduction Service (ERRS

'Lhe ERIC contractor responsible for filming_ documents`,
handling standing ,orders (Subscriptions) :for micro
fiche* and processing ondemand individual orders for
both microfiChe and hardcopy'. Receives documents and
data for this purpose from ERIC Facility. Address for
ordering is P10. Box 190, Arlington, Virginia 22210.'

ERIC Pr -esoingAndRqfereadqEILLty

This contractor is the'central computerized facility
which accepts data from each,;Clearinghouae, preparep
RIE for pubilcation:by and.maintaing the
Thesaurus, and produces various products for use in
the system. A. wide variety Of supporting functions



are also perfprmed,.e.g, acquisiVions, lexicography,
data cohNerNim,'referenc ,tape distribution, forms
control, scheduling. Address is 4833 Rugby AVenue,

' Suite 303, Bethesda, Maryland 20014.

= Magnetic' tape, copies'-of the files of bibliographic
data assembled .by the ERIC system. 'Different files
and tormats'are available from the ERIC Processing
and Reference Facility,

ERIGTOOL

A series of printed incl.exes, directories? and cross
reference lists providing manual access to the ERIC
document collection by title, institutional sources,
contract/grant number, and clearinghouse numbdr.
A descriptor /identifier -usage report indicates," the

number of times varlouS terms have been used in
indexing'ERIC documents, These are available from
the ERIC Processing and Reference Facility...

Free-te t Search

-Computerized examination, of the records in, the data
base for the presence of a given.worci or combination
of words which are not necessarily descriptors
identifiers.

Government Printin. GPO)

GPO prints monthly issues RIE from the magnetic
tapes and distributes them to subscribers.



Y1114E22,X (tic).

A paper copy of a document; usually a uli-size (100%)
xerographic reproduction or-the original. Reduced
size copies may also be' made,

Hierchiral Term Display (Two- Yi

A listing of Descriptors sh?w:ing relationships beeween
broader find narrower terms; foind in the backof the
Thesaurus.

Id nt

An index term for a specific entity, e.g., project,
legislation, person, place, rganization, coined term,
acronym, or equipment. There are ERIC guidelines for
the Construction of Identifiers, but, unlike Descrip-
tors, they are not formally controlled, defined, or
structured; however, an .Authority list is being devel-
oped,- Identifiers are intended to provide additional
specialized indexing depth. Major IdeAtifiers are
listed in the Subject index of RIE and CIJE. (See

"Major DeScriptors")

The process of assigning Deseriptors.frob the
Thesaurus and Identifiers'to documents and journal -.
articles in order. to describe their subject content
for purposes of subsequent retrieval.

-7-

I D



Information -Anal sis Products (Ws)

Publications commissioned and prodne d by ea_
Clearinghouse, including bibliographies, topical
papers, literature reviews, directbr and 14taet.-01-
the-art papers within the scope of is terest of that
Clearinghouse:

Institution Index

Found in RIE,-'this=index lists doeuteut titles under
the institution responsible "for. pr- clueing, them and

under their sponsoring agehcy when applicable.
Arranged alphabetical order by ame-of university,
agency, association, etc.

Journdi Contents Index

Located in the back of each issue of CITE, this
alphabetical listing of journals reviewed for that
issue also indicates the titles of the articles
indexed from each journal.

.Level

A.reprodUe on release is on file from the author.or
AnstitUtion for a particular RIE entry, and this
document is made available throughout the system on
microfiche and in hard (paper) copy through orders
placed with the ERIC Document Reproduction Service-
(EDW.

-8-
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Level 2

A reproduction relea. se is on file from the nuthcr or
institution for a particular RIE entry, stating that
the 'document released may bd made available,throughout
the'system on microfiche only. The safeguard is that
should the document become out-of-print:there will
always be a copy in the ERIC files, which serve an
archival function.

Level 3

The reproduction release is not given for material
submitted to a ClearinghoUse. If the Clearinghouse
.should decide to enter'this.document in ERIC, it Can
only be cited with bibliographic information and'an
abstract, and the complete text is not included in
the microfiche Collection. The availability is

--always:noted. for Level 3 i,tebs%

Level Descriptors

Those Descriptors from the :Thesaurus which identify
the educational level being studied or toward. which
a document is 'directed; e.g., Elementary Education,
'Primary Grades, College Programs.

The.commerciel contractor currently-resppsible for
publication and distribution of CIJE, hakdbound RIE
and qIJE indexes, the:ERIC Thesaurus, anti selected
bibliographies. Address for placing,orders is
Macmillan Information, A DivisionOf MacMillan Pub-
lishing Company, Inc., 100D Brown Street, -Riverside;
New Jersey 08075.



n Ent r- Section

A. section of 'CUE which includes the article annota-
t ion, indexing ,terms, and journal citation.. Arranged
namerically by El number and alphabetically by
Clearinghouse prefix, initials. (A list of these
imitials is found in'the front of CIJE.)

Major Descriptor

A Descriptor representing one of the major concepts
cmtained in a document, Major Descriptors appear in
the published indexes. In _order to-'restrict the size
of the indexes, no more than six (6) De,4criptors may
be designated as Major. A Descriptor is Major or
MInor only in the context of a particular document or
journal article where it is being used and not

ntly. An asterisk- (*) is used to denote a
Major Descriptor in the Document Resume Section of
RIE and the Main Entry Section of CUE. (See "Minor
Dcscr iptor")

htnuai Search

Lc.,oking tilip information on a given topic to the annual,
smi-annual, and monthly issues of Resources in Egueaxt
ton and Current Index to Journals in Education.
In_forrnation is listed by subject, author, and install-
t,i_on in RIE; subject author, and journal contentOin
CI JE.

V,

Mi cro fiche

A 4" x 6" (105mm x 148mm) flat sheet of film, contain-
ing rcduced images f up to 98 pages per sheet. ERIC

-10-
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prepares micr f or all Level I and II documents

announced bs _ng the COSATI/NMA standard (24 x
reduction ; -98 frames in a 7 x 14_.grid). Microfiche
may be made of silver, diazo, or vesicular film. A

microfiche reader or reader-printer is required to
read the page image.

Minor Descriptor_

A-Descriptor assigned to a document and appearing in
the printed Document Resume section of RIE, the Main
Entry Section of CUE, and in the machine (computer)
record, but not in the subject indexes of Riror
CIJE. (See "Major Descriptor")

Narrower Terms (NT)

A Descriptor that is a member of a class totally
tamed in a larger class also represented by a Descrip-
tor. For example, the teFm ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHIES
is said to be a Narrower Term than/BIBLIOGRAPHIES
because it designates a particular kind of bibliography.
Found in the Thesaurus.

National in$ti=ute of Edu- NIE)

Funding agency for ERIC, part of the Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare (DREW). Created in
1972 by Congress,to "help solve or alleviate critical
problems of Amerl.catl education through research and
develOpment." ERIC is part of NIE's dissemination

-aervice.



the System

A system in which a computer terminal is in direct and
continuing cc mm -icationvia telephone hookup with the
central processor of the computer. With an on line
,system, infracpion between computer and searcher
,during the search process allows immediate feedback
of results and immediate modification of the search
request when desired.

Publicatie (Pubtype)

A single character alphabetical Code which designates
the type of document being cataloged in terms of form,
not content; e.g., bibliography (L), directory (D),
and research report (R) are publication types.

122±:;1k1s14

A new feature, found in the alphabetical descriptor
display of the 7th edition of the Thesaurus is a
postings count which indicates the number of times
each descriptor has been assigned to documents and
journal articles in the system. SepaPte'postings
are given for IRIE and CUE.-

ted Term RT)

A term that is conceptually related in some way to
another term; each term ls thereby a "Related Term" of
the other. Related Terms may be close in meanink, may
I-lave-the same Broader Term, may be related in usage or
application, and may have part-whole relationships.
For example, ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHIES sometimes con-
tain ABSTRACTS. Found in the Thesaurus



/,

Rego tion Release

A for signed by an aut=hor designating that permigs
has 4sen given to ERIC for entry of a document into
RLE -, and indicating permissible methods of reproduction.

Respurcea in Education (RIE)

A monthly journal of resumes announcing recently
completed research reports, descriptiobs of projects
and outstanding programs, and other documents of
educational significance. It contains subject, author,
land insttution,indexes,

Retrieval

The process cif identifying, locating, and securing
infornation from a data base.

Ret roa active Search

An examination or the ntire data base on a given
topic.

Rotated Descriptcsr Display

A list of all Thesaurus Descriptors in which the
coliiplete terms for multiword Descriptors are entered
in alphabetical order by each word in the term. Used
to trace a single word or concept which occuNs in
more than one Descriptor, e.g., InformatiOn, Inform
tion Retrieyal, Community Information Services.



A brief note found in the Thesaurus explaining
usage of a Descriptor. Used to restrict usage or
to clarify a Descriptor which may have alternative
meanings. Not intended as a formai definition.

B. Also, the explanation of the mission of each
which is used to defile the acquisi-

tions efforts and subject specialties of each
Clearinghtiuse.

Search

A systematic attempt to identify documents on a given
topic and/or of a specific type in a data base. "

` Applies to both manual and computer inguiriA. (See
"Co puter Search" and "Manual Search")

Search interview

The Oethmd by which the searchers and the requestors
discuis and define the topics to be covered in the

t
search' the type, format, cost, and amount of informa-
tion desired;_ and the purpose for which the material
is to tic used.

Search Strattm

The development of a logical arrangement of sets of
terms in order to retrieve relevant materials froM the
data base. A search strategy is usually exemplified
by a series of Descriptors, identifiers, and free-text
words, arranged in groups and interconnected by logical
operators (usually AND, OR, and NOT). The selection



and arrangement of elements within a set and ihe'com-
binationof the sets can be manipulated to determine
the searth output. (See "Boolean Algebra, "Computer

Search," and "Free-Text Search ")

Disemination of Information (SDI)

A method of alerting people to the-most4recentreports
articles of potential interest in a data Lie.

Se

Any gr6uping of items of interest, e.g., Instructional
Materials Center, Audiovisual Centers, Resource

'Centers. Usedan,computer searching.

Found ir3 the front of C1JE, this is a list of journals
indexed in CIJE, Including publisher and address, price,
.frequency, reprint availability; and the two-1VIter
code of tee GlearnghouAp which indexes the document.

Standing Order, Customers (SO

Those schoo ,libraries, departments of education,
etc. that subscribe to and regularly receive
ERIC ind and microfiche collection. Mere are

more Chi 700-SOCs in tri'e U.S. and abroad, A

Direct() Microfiche Collections is available from

the E Processing and Reference Facility.



C

Found Fa RI and C01:, this in provides access
document and jdur, mal article titles through,usage
Descriptors and YderitiNeys.

Thesaurus pf ERIC pescr

of

A boot( conta ins the s red controlled vocabulary'`
of aver' ,00Oeducational terms used by FRU vhiel are
called Descriptors. these terms .are used in indexing
and retrieving documents sad journal article in tie
ERIC system. New terms are ad :ded to the vocabulary as
it becomes nocessprv, and are Included in the 1-)dc'k of
!monthly and semi- annual RIE and C1JF volumes.

Umi ye_r-s1V Mi_crof lm International (UMI)

'This company is now providing a commercial reprcnt
service for over 70% n-f the journal regularly covered
by CIJ. The availOtAity-is found in theSource
Journal Index in CI E=; address is:300 North Zeeb Road,
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48:10.

Use

N Thesaurus reference whJch' efers the user from a
term which is not a Descriptor to the term which is
used as a Descriptor fc r the same concept.

C=.5

U edgn f (

Terms following the ilr notation in the These us
synonyms or variant farms of. the m inrterm. They are
not Descriptors, and cannot be used in, manual searching.-



ERIC NETWORK COMPONENTS LISTED ALPHABETICALLY

BY,-GORNHENTAGENCY COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS , AND

ERIC CLEARINGROUSES_

GOVERNMENT AGENCY

Central ERICA NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION
Office. of DisseminatiOn and Improvement

of Practice
Washingtonf,DC 20208

T'eleph'one: (202) 254 -5500

COKMDRCIAL CONTRACTORS

EDRS ERIC DOCUMENT REPRODUCTION SERVICE (EDRS)
Computer Microfilm .International

Corporation (CMIC)
3030 North Fairfax Drive
Arlington,,VA 22201

.,Telephone: (703) 8411212

F 3cii,tty. ERIC PROCESSING AND REFERENCE FACILITY
ORI, inc ihfprmation stems Division

4833 Rugby Avenue, Sut _ 303

Bethesda, MD 20014

Mscntlian

Telphone:, (301) 656-9723-

00,

MACMILLAN INFORMATION
A Diyision of Macmillan Publishing_ CO

:866 Third Aventie'

,New York, NY 10022

Telephone: (212) 935-4296

A
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ERIC CLEARINGHOUSE

CE

CO

PS

EA

ERIC Clearinghouse on ADULT, CAREER,
AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

Ohio State:University
Center fbr Vocational Education',
1960 Kenny Road
Columbus, 08 43210

Telephone: 6,14) 4 b-1 -5

ERICClearinghouse on COUNSELING AND
PERSONNEL SERVICES

University of Michigan
2108 School of Education Building
Ann Arbor, MI 48109

Telephone: -764-9492

ERIC Clearinghouse on EARLY CHILI HOOD
EDUCATION

University of Illinois
College of Education
803 West Pennsylvania Avenue
Urbana, IL 61801

Telephone: (217) 333-1386

ERIC Clearinghouse on EDUCATIONAL
MANAGENENT

University of Oregon
Eugene, OR 97403

Telephone: (503)

-18-
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EC

HE

IR

IC

ERIC Clearinghouse on HANDICAPPED AND
GIFTED CHILDREN

Council for Exceptional Children
1920 Association Drive
Reston, VA 22091

Telephone: (703) 620-3660

ERIC Clearinghouse on HIGHER EDUCATION
George Washington University
One Dupont- Circl e, Suite 630'
Washington, DC 20036

Telephone: (202) 296-2597

ERIC Clearinghouse on INFORMATION
RESOURCES

Syracuse University
School of Education
130 Huntington Hall
Syracuse, NY- 13210

Telephone: ( 15) 423-3640

ERIC Clearinghouse on JUNIOR COLLEGES,
University of California
96 Powell Library Building
Los Angeles, CA 90024

Telephone: (213) 825-3931



ERIC Clearinghouse on LANGUAGES AND
LINGUISTICS

Center for plied Linguistics
1611 North Kent Street
Arlingtdn, VA 22209

Telephone-: (703) 528-4012

ERIC Clearinghouse on READING AND
COMMUNICATION SKILLS

URBAN_ ILLINOIS LOCATION

National Council of Teachers of
Eng1101, 1111 Kenyon Road
Urbana, IL 61801

Telephone: (217) 328-3870

FALLS ClU VIRGINIA LOCATION

Sppech Communication Association
5205 Leesburg Pike
Falls Church, VA 22041

Telephone: (703) 3791888

ERIC Clearinghouse on RURAL EDUCATION
AND SMALL SCHOOLS

Nev77-7 StAte University
Box lAp

Las Cruces, NM 88003

Telephone: (505) 646-2623

23



SE ERIC Clearinghouse for SCIENCE,
MATHEMATICS, Ah1 ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION

Ohio State University
1200 Chambers Road, Third Floor
Colnm-b0s, OH 43212

Telephone: (614) 422 "-6717

SO ERIC Clearinghows for SOCIAL STUDIES/
SOCIAL SCIENCE EDUCATION

855 Broadway
Boulder, CO 80372

SP

Teqephone: (303) 492-8434

ERIC Clearinghouse on-TEACLIER EDUCATION
American Association of Colleges

for Teacher Edult
One Dupont Circle, N.W., Suite 616
Washington, DC 20036

Telephone: (202) 293 -7280

ERIC Clearinghouse on TESTS, MEASUREMENT,
AND EVALUATION

Educational Testing Service
Rosedale Road
Princeton, NJ 08540

Telephone: (609) 921 -9000

-21-



DD ERIC Clearlighouse on URBAN EDUCATION
Teachers Co _ege, Columbia University
8on 4O
525 West 120th Street
New York, NY 10027

,Telephone: (212) 678-3437


